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As camp nurse at Kenbrook Camp
this past summer, I encountered campers
with a wide variety of maladies as they
came to the dispensary—kids with
scrapes and bumps, kids with insect
bites GALORE, kids with a myriad of
symptoms which accompany homesickness. Some youngsters had injuries of a
more serious nature, including a fractured nose, a snake bite, and injuries
sustained from falls from bunk beds.
Each camper (and staff member in
some cases) that came to me required an
assessment of the situation and demanded a good deal of wisdom on my part in
determining the proper disposition of
each case. Here is where the Lord and
the prayer support of the rest of the staff
really helped me in making the kinds of
decisions I needed to make.

My most unique task, however, was a
"fractured" bathing suit. One day at
noon, one of the counselors brought a
pretty purple bathing suit to me, asking
if I could possibly repair the badly torn
and frayed straps. Jokingly I commented, "That is not in my job description.
Furthermore, 1 only have orange thread.
But I'll try." As the camper needed her
suit next period for swimming, I quickly
"sutured" the broken straps as best as I
could and returned it to a most grateful
little camper and her counselor.
by Joann Wingert

The next day the purple bathing suit
was brought to my door again with
ripped seams and a pleading request,
"can you fix it again?" So again I got out
the orange thread. As I sutured the
ripped seams, I prayed for this little
camper who was experiencing such a
distressing time with her fragile bathing
suit. Had I refused to perform this task
not included in my job description, I feel
I would have missed an opportunity to
minister in love to a camper in distress.
Would Jesus have pulled the orange
thread out of the cupboard, mended the
bathing suit with love, thus coming to
her rescue, helping her to get the maximum enjoyment from the week at camp?
Or would he have said, "that's not in my
job description"?

Readers Respond
Battered children
I am responding to Dr. Karl Hess's
request (Oct. 10 Visitor) for someone to
write an article on how to report a case
of suspected child abuse. In New Mexico (I do not know the laws of other
states but am quite sure they are similar), when a child comes to school with
bruises on his body, a teacher reports it
to the school nurse and counselor. Our
principal then calls the local Human
Services office and a social worker
comes to the school with her camera.
(Pictures of the battered body are used
in court.) She takes the child to the doctor, hospital, police and lawyer as needed,
and then places the child in a licensed
foster home the same day.
If you are reluctant to make the initial
call to your local Human Services office,
I suggest you contact the nurse at the
school the abused child attends.
As I write this article, three abused
2

foster children are carving jack-o-lanterns in our kitchen. Titus and I have
been caring for abused children in our
home during the last five years.
If you can: give 24-hour-a-day supervision seven days a week; find sets of
clothing for every-sized child; join
scouts, go swimming, attend 4-H meetings and watch football games; rock a
homesick child till the sobs subside;
cook foods you never heard of. . . .
And live with: battered doors and
broken windows resulting from temper
tantrums; threats of suits by angry birth
parents; midnight visits to police and
hospitals; community gossip about you
abusing children; screams of "I hate
you" from the children you're trying to
help . . . .
Then perhaps God wants you to
become involved in not only reporting
cases of child abuse, but becoming part
of the National Foster Parent program.

If so, see your local Human Services
office.
Mary Hess Wingerd
Los Lunas, New Mexico
Refreshing shower
The article by Pastor Carl B. Lewis,
"New Congregation Is Born" (Oct. 10
Visitor), came as a refreshing shower on
a parched land.
My heart was strangely warmed as I
felt, with the pastor, the birth pangs of a
new church. Because the Lord in his
wonderful plan permitted us to have a
part in the birth of a new church, it is
easy to feel the thrill and excitement of
such an event. This type of ministry
makes me believe the more in a compassionate outreach to a hurting world.
Keep more reports like it coming.
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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The last day of camp, Melanie came
to me, threw her arms around me and
thanked me for fixing her bathing suit.
The grateful smile on her face was
reward enough to make that unique
experience worthwhile. The orange
thread blended beautifully into the purple material. I had used what I had to
brighten this distressed camper's day.
As a Christian, what all is included in
my job description? Is it only sharing the
message of salvation and winning souls
for Christ? Or does it go beyond that to
reaching out to one who is hurting,
meeting him at the point of his greatest
need at that moment, without tramping
him down, but restoring him in love by
helping him go on living with a new
dimension and purpose in life?
Jesus did a lot of mending in his ministry. His main mending material was
his scarlet thread of redemption, in the
form of his blood that he shed for each
one of us. He made this available, not
only for forgiveness of our sins, but also
for the mending of our broken relationships, our broken spirits and sick bodies.
He also provides and applies the healing
balm to the wounds and hurts that we
experience in our relationships with
others.
We come to Jesus more than once for
"fixing." He never refuses our repeated
requests. He provides the specific remedy
for each specific need. If each one of us
in turn would use the abilities and gifts
that the Lord has given us for his
glory—even if it is only orange thread,
or that phone call or letter to someone
who is hurting, or a visit to a friend who
needs a listening ear—our brothers and
sisters would be lifted and we would
receive a great blessing in return.
Joann
Brethren

Wingert attends
the Palmyra
in Christ
Church.
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Christian Foster Care
Challenge
of the 80's

by Lucille Lady Wingert

Throughout the pages of its history,
the Brethren in Christ Church has been
responsive to human suffering and need—
by reaching out through prayer, giving,
and personal encounter. During the last
decades, there has also been a focus on
the need for specialized ministries for
children and youth, through programs
of the church, Sunday school, and other
areas of Christian education. Now in the
80's, a new thrust is being initiated—
providing outreach ministries through
the Christian home and family in response to the urgent need for foster care
services.
A marvelous aspect of Scripture is the
extent to which it speaks concerning
every facet of human need. Selected
from Isaiah 58:6-12 are words which
seem to speak specifically to areas of
ministry represented in foster care:
Is not this the fast that I have chosen?
. . . Is it not to deal thy bread to the
hungry, and that thou bring the poor
that are cast out to thy house? . . .
And if thou draw out thy soul to the
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul
. . . the Lord shall guide thee continually . . . and thou shalt be called, the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of
paths to dwell in.
4

Bring the poor that are cast out to thy
house. Children represented in foster
care are literally those who are "cast
out," rejected, abandoned, or deserted.
Among many examples which could be
cited are Randy,* a loveable adolescent
who was abandoned several years ago in
a vacant trailer to survive for himself,
and Bill, a youth whose mother dumped
him into a garbage pail at about one
year of age.
Draw out thy soul to the hungry.
Children needing foster care are often
children of hunger. Ron recently looked
forward to leaving institutional care and
going home to live with his father. He
was there for a trial period but, with the
exception of a few eggs and cans of beer,
the refrigerator was bare—and Ron was
hungry! (Reportedly, beer was a priority
with the family income!) Steps were
taken for Ron's foster placement.
Satisfy the afflicted soul. Almost all
children needing placement have the
emotional affliction of very low selfimage—resulting from a history of rejection, insecurity, lack of structure and

* Fictitious
identities.

names

are used

to

protect

supervision, and an environment where
basic emotional needs have seldom or
never been satisfied. Many of these are
adolescents who still have the infantile
emotional needs of a three to five year
old. They long for expressions of love
and affection and for that affirming
word which has been so absent in their
worlds of constant negative feedback.
Where can these emotional needs—a
sense of belonging, security, love, and
self-worth—more adequately be supplied and nurtured than in the context of
the Christian family?
What better setting could there be for
ministering to the afflictions of children
in foster care than the context of the
Christian family? Many children and
youth around us have heard little or
nothing about Jesus' love for them personally. Much less have they had someone talk with them about God's plan for
their lives and their need for a Savior. Is
there any greater mission field than one
which can be brought into our own
homes—missions right at our doorsteps?
Thou shall be called, the repairer of
the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell
in. Setting forth a similar challenge, the
Lord in Ezekiel 22:30 exclaims, "I sought
for a man among them, that should
Evangelical Visitor

new ministry opportunities

make up the hedge, and stand in the
gap." Children in need of foster care are
usually the products of parents with
shattered lives. Their parents often exhibit
extreme distress, emotional disorders,
mental illness, poor work histories or
none at all, heavy usage of alcohol,
avoidance of parenting responsibilities,
along with the marriage disruptions of
separation and divorce. Christian men
are needed to "fill in the gap" for youth
who have never had a positive male
image, especially in a father relationship, to look up to. Entire Christian foster families are needed to be repairers of
the breach, the restorers of the path, for
youth whose lives are already crumbling
and will most likely come to early destruction and ruin unless help comes.
Meeting the challenge of ministries to
children in the 80's through foster care
means that:
1. Help is given to troubled youth
before patterns of delinquency
are firmly established.
2. Opportunity is provided for children and youth to move from
deprived, stressful, and chaotic
situations to a stable and comfortable environment where physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs are met through the Christian family.
3. There is help to meet the great
need for social services from a
Christian perspective to youth in
trouble and distress. How futile
the efforts often are to bring
change when Christ is not in the
picture—when problems are approached only from a humanistic
point of view.
Brethren in Christ families have much
to offer in being a substitute family for a
period of time. They can communicate
love and warmth, as well as providing
the structure, security, and stability of
which children in need of foster care
have been deprived. Brethren in Christ
families are responding to the challenge
of the 80's in this avenue of service. An
exciting dimension of the new foster
care program, sponsored by the Messiah Children's Home Board of Trustees
as an alternative to the former Messiah
Children's Home, is that many more
people can become personally involved
November
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and blessed. And many more children
and youth can be touched by the love of
Christ than could have ever been possible in the care of one institution.
Initially, we are in a cooperative venture with Church of the Brethren Youth
Services (COBYS) and Philhaven Hospital, two agencies which place referrals
in foster homes and desire Christian
families for this purpose. A report from
COBYS envisions some 1,200 calls for
help and opportunities for involvement
during the coming year. Involvement
means not only direct foster care but
also participation in a variety of volunteer opportunities and supportive services, including the giving of financial
support to carry out these ministries to
children and youth.
What are some of the rewards in this
area of service? In the total scripture
passage of Isaiah 58 quoted earlier, there
are the promises of light, health, guid-

for Brethren in Christ families

ance, satisfaction, and unfailing resources to those who reach out to the needs of
others. One foster family reports, "We
have found the experience of opening
our hearts and our home to be very
rewarding. With all the frustrations and
challenges, there is a peace and joy in
following Jesus' command to love all
people as one's self." The rewards of this
love will only reach their climax in the
eternal world when the King himself
calls forth, I was a stranger, and ye took
me i n — Inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world.
For more information or to indicate
an interest in foster care, contact:
Dr. Lucille Wingert, Director
Brethren in Christ
Foster Care Ministries
R. 6, Box 174
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 872-5234

Blessed are the meek
He thirsted.
I cared,
but continued
to live
in my spacious home.
He was hungry.
I was moved,
as I made my
third trip to the
eat-all-you-can
buffet.

He was coW.
I pitied him,
and struggled
to decide
between the tweed,
the herringbone,
and the corduroy.
He died.
I wept,
and convinced myself
I was helpless
to do more
'

h a n l h a d

Dwight Thomas
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HE Kingdom of God is extended
as people come under the rule of God in
their lives. Today there is much emphasis on reaching people through evangelization of people groups. According to
Wagner and Dayton, "A 'people' is a
significantly large sociological grouping
of individuals who perceive themselves
to have a common affinity for one
another" (Unreached Peoples '81, p. 23).
An ethnic people group, then, is one
based upon a common culture of origin.
We are living in an era of people
movements, as refugees and immigrants
pour into North American cities. For
example, more Puerto Ricans reside in
New York City than live in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. The decade of the 1980s
will bring the largest immigration in history of foreign peoples to the United
States. Paul, while speaking to the
Athenians on Mars Hill, referred to
suqh movements as being used of God to
call men and women to himself (Acts
17:26-27).

These newcomers to our cities bring
with them a learned tradition of food,
dress, language, family organization and
values—in other words, their unique
culture. In many instances they tend to
settle in clusters representing their villages or families of origin.
For example, New York City can be
described as a checkerboard of different
language groups and isolated neighborhoods. Over 40 language groups need
never speak English. These ethnic groups
maintain strong identities. Intermarriage
is rare and even then inter-married couples tend to adhere to one ethnic group
or the other and seldom join a newfound
"non ethnic population" (Today's Mission, July-August 1982, p. 10).
While the culture of origin becomes
modified and changes, the sense of cultural identity is passed on from generation to generation. Probably the most
profound force in the formation and
continuation of this strong sense of
group identity in the new location is the
influence of the urban setting where they
reside. Large cities tend to be conglo-

merates of many diverse groups of people. Anthropologists have suggested that
ethnic group identity in the city is an
attempt to respond to this pluralism and
bring a sense of order to urban complexity.
Furthermore, as the number of newcomers increases, they are frequently
perceived as a threat to the existing
order. One way the dominant society
may respond is to label the group and
avoid interaction with them. If the new
arrivals are perceived as taking away
work opportunities, they are then viewed as competition for economic opportunity. Strong group association by the
new residents becomes a means to gain
strength for survival and advancement.
Anthropologists Eames and Goode
describe the further development of the
group identity as follows:
"The use of personal networks to get
jobs or develop enterprises leads to a
situation in which many members of
the group establish themselves in the
same economic niche. The similarity
in socio-economic position maintains

Second in a series

The
Meaning
of
Ethnic
66

by Arlene Miller

Arlene Miller is Secretary of Home Ministries for Brethren in Christ Missions.
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and reinforces the patterns of interaction among them" (Eames and Goode,
Anthropology of the City, p. 198).
Symbols
Symbols of the culture of origin become significant in maintaining group
cohesion and boundaries of the ethnic
group. These symbols are those aspects
of life that separate insiders from outsiders. They are used by individuals to
actively identify with the group. Such
symbols have shared meaning for the
members of the group and frequently
are recognized by outsiders as weil as
insiders (Anthropology of the City, pp.
186-187).
Language is one such symbol. It may
be the continued use of another language than English. Thus, some school
districts in large urban areas draw children from homes where English is the
second language, such as the school near
Fellowship Chapel in New York City. In
other settings the style of spoken English
is significant, as for example among
some Black Americans.
Stories, music and drama which have
developed out the cultural heritage of
the group also strengthen the sense of
"groupness." Dress and hairstyles also
symbolize identity with some ethnic
groups. For example, some Native American men today are wearing their hair in
long braids to actively identify themselves with their heritage.
Stereotyping of the group by others,
particularly the dominant culture, becomes another symbol. While such stereotypes are frequently negative, they
are not always so. Members of the
labeled group frequently believe the
characteristics to be valid. Thus, Pennsylvania Germans are usually pleased by
such labels as "thrifty," "frugal" and
"good managers." However, "stubborn"
or "hardheaded" may not be so readily
accepted.
Institutions also strengthen association and communication within the
group. This is especially true where
strong rules of marriage within a group
exist. Examples of such institutions are
ethnic associations which meet regularly. Some groups are forming drama
and music groups to preserve their cultural heritage. Maintaining schools and
colleges becomes important if socializing young people in the culture and
thought of the group is valued. If a specific denomination is the focus of the
group identity, then campmeetings, conferences and youth camps provide mainNovember
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"Ethnicity" is a
significant factor
in the development
of the Brethren in Christ
Church in the
next decade.

tenance for the bonds holding the group
together. Does this sound familiar?
Sports are another frequent form of
associational activity. Thus, Navajo
young people come together frequently
for basketball and volleyball tournaments. Brethren in Christ young people
come to Messiah College for an annual
sports tournament.
Many studies demonstrate, however,
that these symbols and institutions are
manipulated and change over time. They
serve the purpose of strengthening group
cohesiveness but are not the basis of the
identity. They often become romanticized and perhaps do not even reflect the
original culture. Nevertheless, they serve
a valuable function for the group.
Group boundaries
Individual members of an ethnic group
may vary throughout their life in how
strongly they identify with the group.
Some may—through marriage, change
of names, or religious conversion—
change their group identity completely.
Depending upon day to day situations,
he or she may choose how strongly to
identify with his/her group, if at all.
Changes in the strength of group identification also occur throughout the life
cycle and with the individual's status in
life.
Another aspect concerning the flexibility of ethnic group boundaries is that
sometimes formerly disparate groups
find common cause as members of a
larger amalgamated culture. Thus Italians who did not have a strong sense of
unity when they lived in Italy, now in
America see themselves as Italian-Americans. Persons immigrating to the United
States from the twenty Spanish-speaking
countries of the world may not have
much in common except language. But
for many purposes they identify themselves as Hispanic Americans in the United States.

Ethnic groups and the Brethren in
Christ—so what?
What is the significance of ethnicity to
Brethren in Christ Church development
in the next decade? In the first article of
the series on ministries in North America (October 10,1982 issue), it was demonstrated that the Brethren in Christ
Church developed within a German cultural group. Furthermore, as part of the
dominant group of immigrants, the
Brethren in Christ generally have moved
into Middle America which forms the
American value system.
Thus, living within the dominant culture in North America, we are experiencing the influx of many people
groups into our communities. We continue to live in the midst of racial tensions and economic inequities which
only the gospel practiced can heal.
Furthermore, as evangelicals we are
part of the most evangelized group in
America, the middle class.
How can we most sensitively relate
with persons who are members of ethnic
groups with strong group identities?
How do we share the good news with
ethnic groups who choose not to identify with or are denied access to Middle
America? These are sensitive but highly
critical questions with which we must
wrestle.
Can the Brethren in Christ Church in
North America embrace several ethnic
groups with their own strong group
identity and yet be united around a
common loyalty to Jesus Christ? This
will mean having more than one or two
congregations of ethnic peoples who feel
lonely among us and isolated from their
own larger group. It will mean a commitment to facilitate the development of
multiple congregations among Hispanics, Navajos, Black Americans and
French Quebecois. It may mean altering
structures of the church to develop new
conferences and administrative forms.
Will we view such possibilities as opportunities provided by the Lord of the
harvest?
Future articles in this series will explore what such a vision will mean in
preparation of church developers and in
providing resources to ethnic leaders.
References
Edwin Eames and Judith Goode, Anthropology of the City. Prentice-Hall, Inc.: Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 1977.
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Today's Mission July/August 1981.
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Church New
Messiah College News

Boyer named to chair
College Board of Trustees
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, educator of
national prominence, was named chairman of the Messiah College Board of
Trustees at their fall meeting.
President of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
since 1979, Boyer was appointed by
President Carter in 1977 as the U.S.
Commissioner of Education. Before
1977 he was Chancellor of the State
University of New York, the largest university in the world.
In his acceptance of the chairmanship, Boyer told the board: "I've watched
Messiah College closely for the last 15
years under the current leadership. This
is an institution of imagination and
integrity—a true success story."
As he considered the current year's
operation, Boyer noted the continuing
solid growth at Messiah as evidenced by
the fall enrollment of over 1500 students, the ongoing construction of the
large Naugle Student Residence, and
the enlargement of the Nelson Dining
Room.
He was especially pleased with the
long record of balanced budgets and the
projection of another balanced budget
for this school year.
Boyer began his undergraduate studies at Messiah College in 1946, when it

was still a junior college. He transferred
to Greenville College and later received
his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University
of Southern California.
The holder of more than 40 honorary
degrees and hundreds of other honors
and recognitions, Boyer was recently
selected by U.S. News and World Report
as one of America's two outstanding
leaders in education.
Messiah's president, Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, says that the college is highly
honored to have such a distinguished
educator serve as board chairman.
Boyer previously served on the board
from 1968 to 1977, and then returned to
the board last year.
In 1968 Boyer served as chairman of
the Philadelphia Advisory Board, providing strong leadership in the opening
of the Messiah College satellite campus
at Temple University.
The pilot program, initiated with the
aid of a federal grant, was the first cooperative arrangement of this sort in the
United States between a church-related
college and a large university. It is now a
well-established part of the Messiah
program.
Boyer and his wife, Kathryn Garis
Tyson, reside in Princeton, New Jersey.
They have four children.

Ernest Boyer (left) new
trustee chairman at Messiah
College, and Dwight Bert, retiring chairman. Commenting
on Dwight's years of leadership, President D. Ray Hostetter said, "He has served faithfully and with high effectiveness. His leadership has been
vital to the accomplishment of
unparalleled advances at the
college." Dwight's retirement
as chairman was mandated
by a bylaw limiting tenure to
five years consecutively.

Inter-church Bible
Conference studies Ephesians
Arthur M. Climenhaga, General
Secretary of the Brethren in Christ
Church, and John Yeatts, member of
the Messiah College faculty, were two of
the speakers at the Great Lakes Bible
Conference, held Oct. 17-19 at the College Mennonite Church in Goshen, Ind.
The theme of the conference was "The
Church: God's Community of Wholeness—A Study of Ephesians." Among
the 127 persons registered for the daytime sessions were 13 Brethren in Christ.
Evening sessions were open to the public, without registration.
Bishop David Climenhaga was a member of the planning committee, composed additionally of representatives
from the Mennonite Church and the
General Conference Mennonite Church.
The Missionary Church and the Evangelical Mennonite Church were cooperating groups.

Mental Health Services
to award scholarships
Six scholarships for the 1983-84 academic year are available for persons
pursuing mental health services studies.
The scholarships will amount to between
$500 and $ 1,000 and students may receive them for one or more years.
The program is sponsored by a fund
established in 1968 from the donated
earnings of voluntary service workers at
Brook Lane Psychiatric Center, Hagerstown, Md., and additional contributions. Mennonite Central Committee
manages the fund.
To qualify, candidates must be college juniors, seniors or graduate students with a declared major and vocational interest in mental health, developmental disabilities or related fields. They
must also have at least a C+ grade average and show interest and participation
in the church.
Other factors considered are financial
need, service experience, attendance at a
church-related college and membership
in a Mennonite, Brethren in Christ or
Church of the Brethren congregation.
Applications and all supporting data
for the 1983-84 scholarships must be
received by March 1, 1983. Winners will
be announced April 15.
For application forms write to: Carl
L. Good, Executive Director, Mennonite Mental Health Services, 21 South
12th Street, Akron, Pa. 17501.
8 Evangelical
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Allegheny Conference
October 31 was designated as Membership
Sunday by the Air Hill congregation. Six persons
were received into fellowship at that time. • Prayer
cells are a feature of the Antrim congregation on
Sunday evenings. They are being held in different
homes.
Sunday, Oct. 24, was designated by the Dillsburg congregation as Family Life Day. Dr. Kenneth Markley from the Narramore Christian
Foundation was guest, speaking on "Making
Marriage Magnificent" and "Marks of a Mature
Family."
Rev. and Mrs. A. Hess Brubaker were installed
on Sunday, Oct. 24 as the pastoral couple of the
Fairview Church. • The Green Spring congregation reports showing the "Focus on the Family"
films by Dr. James Dobson.

Atlantic Conference
The Cross Roads congregation held a Christian
financial planning seminar on Sunday afternoon
and evening, Oct. 17. Eighteen workshops were
offered. J o h n Rudy, Goshen, In., was the resource
person for the seminar. • Dr. Roger Sider spoke to
the Lancaster congregation on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 6-7, on parenting and marriage.
Jay and Judy Smith were installed as the student pastoral couple of the Perkiomen Valley congregation, on Sunday, Oct. 10. Homecoming was
also observed the same day with a fellowship
dinner following the morning worship service. •
An offering of over $7,600 was received by the

Mount Pleasant congregation on Sunday, Oct. 24.
Don Zook, Merle Brubaker, Dan Zehr, Jim and
Beth Shelly, and Jacob Shenk shared in the missions conference.

Canadian Conference
Three Brethren in Christ leaders led in workshops in the Canadian Holiness Federation and
Aldersgate Ministerial convention held in Toronto
on Nov. 8-10. Bishop Harvey Sider spoke on "The
Pastor's Personal Support System," Leonard
Chester addressed "Pastoral Care of the Cancer
Patient," and Ross Nigh outlined "A Wesleyan
Approach to Nuclear War."
The Bridlewood congregation announces that
James Ohanaka, a student at Ontario Theological
Seminary, is serving as student pastor. James and
his wife, Chika, are from Nigeria. • Former pastor
Elwood Flewelling was the guest speaker for the
Heise Hill congregation on Sunday, Oct. 3, in
observance of Senior Citizens' Day. The young
adult Sunday school class sponsored a dinner for
the senior citizens following the service.
"What Can I Give" was the theme of the New
Life congregation for the month of October. One
of the guests during the month was Myron Angua,
a handicapped artist. • The Port Colborne Church
reports that Dr. Walter Winger recently shared
with the congregation about his experiences with
Operation Mobilization.

Central Conference
The Beulah Chapel congregation held revival
services the week of Oct. 24, with Rev. Ken Smith

from Canada as the evangelist. The services concluded with a carry-in noon meal. • The Dobson
film series, "Focus on the Family," were shown to
the Mooretown congregation recently.
A baptismal service was held by the Pomeroy
Chapel congregation on Sunday afternoon, Oct.
17. Three persons were baptized. • The youth of
the Amherst, Sippo Valley, and Valley Chapel
congregations held a special joint fellowship night.
A gym was rented for recreation and a time of
devotions was also held.

Midwest Conference
Sixty-four persons shared in the Bethany
Church Family Camp on September 12-14. Bishop
Don Shafer spoke on the theme. Family Communications. • The Zion congregation hosted the
film "Some Through Fire" on Sunday evening,
Oct. 31. Abilene and Rosebank congregations
were also invited.

Pacific Conference
A faith commitment of $81,061 toward church
planting was received at the eighth annual church
growth dinner of the Pacific Conference. A highlight of the evening was a testimony by Freddie
Negrete, who is giving pastoral leadership to the
newly formed Living Word congregation in southern California.
Sunday, Oct. 31, was the Sunday School Rally
Day for the Alta Loma congregation. The goal
was to have 150 people present for the Sunday
school hour at which Barney Kinard was the guest
speaker.

xganding
Tradition
P R E S E N T I N G T H E LIMITED E D I T I O N
BRETHREN IN CHRIST H Y M N A L
Y o u h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e c e i v e a c o l l e c t o r ' s i t e m — o n e of t h e L i m i t e d
E d i t i o n c o p i e s of t h e n e w B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t h y m n a l .
• O n l y 2 0 0 c o p i e s of t h e L i m i t e d E d i t i o n will be p r i n t e d .
• Y o u r c o p y will b e n u m b e r e d , a n d y o u r n a m e s t a m p e d o n t h e c o v e r .
• T h i s will be a k e e p s a k e f o r y o u r s e l f o r a special l i f e t i m e g i f t f o r a l o v e d o n e .
A n d , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , y o u will b e h e l p i n g t o c r e a t e a h y m n a l f u n d f o r n o w a n d
t h e y e a r s t o c o m e . C o p i e s of t h i s L i m i t e d E d i t i o n a r e b e i n g p r e s e n t e d in a p p r e c i a t i o n of m a j o r c o n t r i b u t o r s t o t h e H y m n a l F u n d .

The Best of Tradition.
The Best for Today.

T h e n e w h y m n a l , n o w in t h e e d i t o r i a l s t a g e , is d e s i g n e d t o
c o n t i n u e t h e h e r i t a g e of t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h .
M a n y of o u r f a v o r i t e s o n g s f r o m t h e p a s t t h r e e h y m n a l s will
b e i n c l u d e d p l u s n e w s o n g s of t o d a y .
F o u r s p e c i a l c a t e g o r i e s of t h i s L i m i t e d E d i t i o n a r e b e i n g
p r i n t e d a s p a r t of o u r e f f o r t t o r a i s e t h e $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
a p p r o v e d b y G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e in 1 9 8 0 . T h e s e will h a v e a
special b i n d i n g , w i t h t h e c o n t r i b u t o r ' s n a m e a n d t h e Edition
t i t l e i m p r i n t e d o n t h e o u t s i d e . B o o k s will b e n u m b e r e d f r o m 1
t o 2 0 0 o n t h e i n s i d e . T h i s will b e c o m e a f i n e c o l l e c t o r ' s i t e m
for you and your family to cherish for years to come.

November 25, 1982

Book

#1

G o l d R i b b o n Edition

$10,000

Books #2, 3, 4, 5

Silver R i b b o n Edition

$

5,000

Books # 6 , 7, 8, 9, 1 0

B l u e R i b b o n Edition

$

3,000

Books # 1 1 t o 3 0

R e d R i b b o n Edition

$

1,000

Books # 3 1 t o 2 0 0

Y e l l o w R i b b o n Edition

$

200

T h e a l l o c a t i o n of b o o k s in e a c h E d i t i o n c a t e g o r y will be o n a
f i r s t c o m e f i r s t s e r v e d b a s i s . A l l o c a t i o n of all n u m b e r s will b e
by Evangel Press, N a p p a n e e , Indiana. T h o s e s e e k i n g t h e l o w e s t p o s s i b l e n u m b e r m a y r e s e r v e t h e i r b o o k o r b o o k s by calling
E v a n g e l P r e s s (219) 7 7 3 - 3 1 6 4 o r w r i t i n g to P . O . Box 189,
N a p p a n e e , IN 4 6 5 5 0 .
Y o u will r e c e i v e a r e c e i p t f o r y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n w h i c h c a n be
used f o r i n c o m e tax p u r p o s e s .
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Keener: Timothy Adam, Oct. 18; Ronald and
Fern (Sentz) Keener, Cross Roads congregation,
Pa.
Leese: Jaimalyn Marie, Sept. 30; Jeff and Melody Leese, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Miller: Kirby Claude, Oct. 18; Rodney and
Nettie Miller, Refton congregation, Pa.
Schildt: Derek Craig, July 14; Dion and Brenda
Schildt, Hanover congregation, Pa.
Smith: Michael Allen, Sept. 23; Troy and
Trudy Smith, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Smucker: Katie Elizabeth, Aug. 20; Loran and
Jill Smucker, Amherst congregation, Oh.

Weddings
Emenheiser-Malehorn: Carolyn Faye, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Malehorn, Hanover,
Pa., and James Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Emenheiser, Seven Valleys, Pa., Oct. 9, in the
Hanover Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Kenneth R. W. Reid officiating.
The Elizabethtown (Pa.) congregation dedicated the Walter S. Martin Cassette Tape
Library on Sunday, Sept. 28. The library of
sacred music was established with funds
given in memory of Waiter Martin, who had
been deeply involved in the congregation's
music ministry for many years. Included in
the library are four cassette players and three
drawers for tape cassettes of various artists
and types of sacred music. Above, Spencer
Heisey (chairman of the music committee)
looks over the tapes with a senior high youth,
Scott Koser.

For The Record
Births
Bert: Brian Scott, Oct. 22; Joel and Connie
(Reath) Bert, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Boissevain: Geoffrey Todd, Oct 10; Ghi and
Karen Boissevain, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Bomberger: Carisa Nicole, Oct. 20; Larry and
Linda Bomberger, Navajo Mission, NM.
Bowman: Chelsea Lynne, Aug. 6; Ralph and
Wilma Bowman, Clear Creek congregation, Pa.
Clark: J e r e m y Boone, J u l y 16; J e r r y and
Luann Clark, Clear Creek congregation, Pa.
Costello: Stacey Lynn, Sept. 26; Ralph and
Bonnie Costello, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Dilts: Richard Alexander, Aug. 7; Rick and
Ann (Shoalts) Dilts, Port Colborne congregation,
Ont.
Eckman: Michael James, Oct. 16; Harry and
D o n n a Eckman, Refton congregation, Pa.
Fidler: Bradley Thomas, Aug. 31; Gregory and
Colleen Fidler, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Foor: Ashley Renee, July 18; J o h n and Patty
Foor, Clear Creek congregation, Pa.
Hall: Richard Andrew, Sept. 3; Richard and
Mary Hall, Clear Creek congregation, Pa.
H o f f m a n : B e n j a m i n J o s e p h , Oct. 13; D r .
Albert and Rebecca (Wengerd) H o f f m a n , Millersburg, Oh.
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Eshleman-Koons: Cindy Koons, Harrisburg,
Pa., and David Eshleman, Lebanon, Pa., Oct. 3, in
the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Earl Musser officiating.
Furr-Baugher: Lisa Elaine, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Baugher, Abbottstown, Pa.,
and Karl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Furr, Hanover, Pa., July 24, in the Hanover Church of the
Brethren with Rev. Ralph Schildt, grandfather of
the bride, officiating.
Haer-Nicewander: J a n i n e Nicewander, and
Jim Haer, Aug. 9, in the Amherst Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Atlee Hershberger
officiating.
Kingma-Stern: Janeen Kaye, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. James M. Stern, Waynesboro, Pa., and
Douglas William, son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Kingma, Tappan, NY., Aug. 21, in the Fairview
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Lynn Thrush and Rev. Ira Stern, uncle of the
bride, officiating.
McNeill-Keller: Christine Marie, daughter of
Rev. Robert Keller Sr., Dillsburg, Pa., and Kevin
Marklin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack McNeill, Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 24 in the Devonshire United
Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. Thomas
Mellott and Rev. Henry Ginder officiating.
Mellinger-Sauder: Janet, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Sauder, New Jersey, and Carl, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Mellinger, Willow Street,
Pa., Oct. 30, in the Refton Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J o h n A. Brubaker and Rev.
J o h n Miller officiating.
Miller-Bumbaugh: J e a n Elaine Bumbaugh,
daughter of Mrs. Reba Hoover, and Alan Lynn,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Miller, both of
Waynesboro, Pa., July 17, in the Fairview Avenue
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush
and Rev. Howard Smith officiating.

Obituaries
Brown: Billy Sunday Brown, born March 10,
1914, died Oct. 17, 1982. He was married to Pearl
Yarnell Brown who survives. Also surviving are a
son, Robert J.; and three daughters: Gail Rhoads,

D o n n a Ritter and Judith Thompson. He was a
member of the Messiah Village Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. LeRoy Walters. Interment was in the
Rolling Green Memorial Park.
Miller: Allen V. Miller, Bedford, Pa., born
May 30, 1929, died Sept. 14, 1982. He is survived
by his former wife, Madelyn Ross Miller; two
daughters: Kathy Hengst and Karen; three sons:
Joseph, Ronald, and Roger; six grandchildren; a
brother; and four sisters. A daughter and three
brothers preceded him in death. He was a member
of the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ Church.
Rev. Curtis E. Bryant conducted the funeral service. Interment was in Bedford Co. Memorial
Park.
Musser: Mrs. Ida M. Lesher Musser, born Oct.
21, 1883, died Oct. 23, 1982. She was married to
Rev. Irvin O. Musser who preceded her in death.
She is survived by two sons: Rev. Avery and Rev.
Arthur; four grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Messiah Village
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service
was conducted by Rev. LeRoy Walters and
Bishop Charlie Byers. Interment was in the Air
Hill Cemetery.
Rumberger: Mrs. Annabelle J. Rumberger,
T h o m p s o n t o w n , Pa., b o r n April 8, 1903 in
Altoona, Pa., died Sept. 25, 1982. She was the
daughter of J. Russell and Anna Sheaffer Johnston. She is survived by her husband, James R.
Rumberger; a stepson, Harold Rumberger; and
two sisters: Mrs. Dene Miller and Catherine Powley. She was preceded in death by her first husband, Joseph White. She was a member of the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
Eugene Heidler conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Hephzibah Baptist Cemetery.
Sentz: Seth Sentz, born March 4, 1897, died
Oct. 6, 1982. In 1924 he married Esther Brehm
who survives. Also surviving are three sons:
Robert E., Richard P., and Daniel B.; a daughter,
Naomi Hofstetter; and 11 grandchildren. He was a
member of the Locust Grove Brethren in Christ
Church were the funeral service was conducted by
Rev. LeRoy Walters and Rev. Edward Waltersdorff. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Starner: William Edward Starner, Millerstown,
Pa., born Feb. 18,1939, died Oct. 18,1982. He was
the son of C. Robert and Roberta Shoaff Starner.
He was married to Julianna Schock who survives.
He is also survived by a daughter, Tonya L. Rev. J.
Milford Brubaker, Rev. Luke Keefer, Jr., and
Rev. Kenneth Elkin conducted the funeral service
in the Saville Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the Buffalo Cemetery, Saville.
Wagner: David Wagner, Garrett, In., born
March 15, 1887, died Sept. 25, 1982. He was preceded in death by his wife, Dolly, in 1976. He is
survived by two sons: James and J o h n ; and four
grandchildren. He was a member of the Christian
Union Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Revs. Rick Mailloux, C. R. Nissly, Elam Dohner, and Carl Stump.
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Wheeler: Mrs. Lucille Wheeler, born July 21,
1919, died Oct. 3, 1982. She was married to Harvey Wheeler who preceded her in death. She is
survived by a son, David; a brother, David Scalf;
three sisters: Lillie Sharp, Maymie Scalf, and Ann
Hodges. The funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Paul Z. Hess. Interment was in the Baltimore
Pike Cemetery.

Evangelical

Visitor

Gilmore: Rev. Edward Gilmore, born Dec. 28,
1902, died Sept. 13, 1982. He is survived by his
wife, E m m a Sider Gilmore; a daughter, Mary
Fretz; a son, J o h n ; four grandchildren; a brother,
James; and two sisters: Jean Sider and Mildred
Sider. A brother, Lewis, preceded him in death.
He was a member of the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. W. Edward Rickman. Interment
was in the Zion Cemetery.
TRIBUTE
Church leaders are identified by their love for
Jesus Christ, loyalty to their denomination and
commitment to their families. In all three respects,
E d w a r d G i l m o r e modelled a life worthy of
emulation.
F o r over 40 years, Brother Gilmore, a bivocational pastor/leader, gave himself unstintingly to the brotherhood. He was a true pastor of
people and, at the same time, his was a heartbeat
for the entire denomination. He was warm, understanding and approachable, yet always stood firm
on his convictions. I recall him as a man of transition, bridging the gap in the fifties and sixties
between the young and old.

As a man of vision, courage and integrity, a
wide sphere of service was open within the church.
This found expression in many areas of ministry,
three of which are outstanding: a long and honorable record of service to local congregations; ministry within the Canadian Conference; and involvement in brotherhood concerns.
In 1933, Brother Gilmore began a significant
ministry as pastor of the Houghton Mission. After
nine years, he was called to serve his home congregation at Wainfleet. Here he provided vital leadership until his retirement in 1968. Following this, he
shepherded the Boyle congregation for five years
and the Bertie church for one year.
His interests as a respected churchman involved
him at both the regional and general conference
levels of administration. Chief among these was
his service as bishop of the Wainfleet District from
1946 until the denominational restructure in 1957.
He served on numerous boards and committees
including the Board of Administration, Ministerial Credentials Board, Niagara Holiness Camp
Board, the Home Mission Board, and Niagara
Christian College Board of Trustees.
It was in the latter two areas that some of his

greater energies were expended. His nine years of
personal involvement in the mission setting at
Houghton provided valuable insights and compassion for missions at home and abroad.
One of his most significant contributions to the
Canadian Conference was his involvement with
Niagara Christian College. For forty-three years,
Niagara Christian College was a primary focus of
his life. He was a part of the first faculty when the
Bible School was opened at Springvale in 1932. He
later served as trustee f r o m 1940 until his decease,
except during the years of 1947-53 when he
assumed the responsibility of president. He gave
liberally of his time, talent and treasure to the
support of the school. In the passing of Edward
Gilmore, Niagara Christian College has lost a
staunch supporter.
I thank God for permitting Brother Gilmore to
share his life and ministry with the church for
nearly five decades. He has left us a noble legacy.
Although his voice is now silent, his life will live on
in the hearts of many persons he has touched.
Harvey R. Sider, Bishop
Canadian Conference
for the Board of Bishops

THE JACOB ENGLE FOUNDATION, INC. ANNOUNCES
Brotherhood Loan Fund Division
Revised Interest Rates for all
N e w Investments & Investment Renewals
Effective November 6, 1982
Thrift Accumulation Plan Agreements 8%
Stewardship Investment Certificates
Terms
^Interest Rate
6 Mo
10.0%
1 Yr
10.25%
2 Yr
10.5%
3 Yr
10.75%
4 Yr
11.0%
5 Yr
11.25%
6 Yr
11.5%
*The above interest rates are variable.
The Foundation also offers a Voluntary Lower Interest Rate.
You choose the Term, but take a lower rate than is offered
above. The Foundation will take the difference between the
above rate and your rate and distribute it to a charitable
organization—church, institution, agency, etc., as approved
by the Foundation.
For More Information Send in Coupon
Upland Office
Eastern Office
P.O. Box 1136
P.O. Box A
Upland, C A 9 1 7 8 6
Grantham, PA 17027
Phone: (714) 9 8 5 - 8 2 0 0
Phone: (717) 697-2634
•

I.R.A.'s

•

Stewardship Investment Certificates

Name:
Address
City

State

Zip

individual /Retirement Accounts
IRA's
The Jacob Engle Foundation has been, for the last year,
attempting to qualify as a trustee of IRA's. The Foundation will
continue its effort to qualify. However, in the intervening time
arrangments have been made to place our IRAs with Mennonite Mutual Aid until the Foundation is qualified to issue our
own IRAs. After the Foundation is qualified the IRAs will be
rolled back to the Foundation at the anniversary dates.
A W A Y FOR YOU T O S H A R E W I T H T H E
C H U R C H W H I L E Y O U S A V E A N D EARN. N O
COMMERCIAL IRA CAN OFFER YOU SO MUCH.
High Yield—The 12% guaranteed minimum through 1983
and a commitment to remain competitive.
Church Investments—Investments in harmony with Brethren
in Christ beliefs; major emphasis in church first mortgage
loans.
Eligibility—A member of the Brethren in Christ Church or a
participant of The Jacob Engle Foundation.
Tax Benefits—No current Federal income tax on deposits or
earnings.
Freedom—Make partial or complete withdrawals at any time.
No start-up or surrender charges imposed by the Foundation.
Roll-overs—Unlimited amounts can be transferred to The
Jacob Engle Foundation without tax penalty.
THIS A N N O U N C E M E N T IS NEITHER A N OFFER
T O SELL NOR A S O L I C I T A T I O N OR A N OFFER
T O BUY T H E INSTRUMENTS DESCRIBED HEREIN. A N OFFER CAN ONLY BE M A D E BY T H E
PROSPECTUS.

Telephone
(area code)

Birthdate

November 25, 1982

THESE INVESTMENT P L A N S ARE A V A I L A B L E
T O U.S. CITIZENS ONLY.
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An interview with Charlotte
Women's Ministry is a relatively new
and unproven program. Charlotte Sider
would be the first to admit there's no
simple formula for beginning such a
ministry. It takes a lot of hard work,
knowledge of women and their needs,
and firm convictions—all bathed in
God's Word and in prayer.
"We don't pretend our way is the only
right way," says Charlotte. "God has
richly blessed our ministry to women,
enabling us to meet their needs, and to
see them come into a deeper walk with
Jesus Christ." Mrs. Sider is a pastor's
wife, and has spent the last nine years
serving at Massey Place Community
Church (Saskatchewan) with her husband Doug Sider. She founded the
Women's Ministry and has served as
Director for the past two years.
Is a women's ministry different from
other ministries in the church?

I would have to say no. Women's
Ministry is not different; it is in addition
to other ministries in the church. Many
of the goals that we have in Women's
Ministry are the same as those, for
example, in the Sunday school. We are a

Terry Friesen is Minister of Pastoral Care
at the Massey Place congregation in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan.
12

Sider

part of the whole church program, and
as such play a role in reaching the overall objectives of the church. When a
woman accepts Jesus Christ through
Women's Ministry, she is immediately
introduced to the other programs and
services that our church has to offer, and
is encouraged to attend the Sunday
morning worship service of her choice.
Women's Ministry is a ministry of the
church with an emphasis geared specifically to women.
What prompted you to begin a women's
ministry at Massey Place?

When Women's Ministry began two
years ago at Massey Place, it grew from
two areas of need. As a young mother I
had faced frustrations and discouragement. Having three children in three
years and being away from family and
roots, I felt isolated, sometimes fearful.
With the help of an understanding husband, and of course God, I was able to
come through this difficult time.
But as I looked around me, I realized
that many women in our church were
experiencing the same kind of emotions
and feelings. They had two or three
small children; their husbands were busy
at work, on their way to the 'top' professionally. They were at home alone for
most of the day, usually with no means
of transportation. Depression resulted!
So one of the first reasons for developing a women's ministry was my desire
to help young mothers.

by Terry Friesen

And the other reason?

We were finding that some of those
people being won to Christ in our
church were women, whose husbands
had no desire whatsoever in attending
church. This left the newly converted
woman with very little spiritual help, as
it was often very difficult for them even
to attend church. They needed a time to
study, a time for fellowship, a time for
discussing their new found faith with
other women.
What then would you say is the purpose,
the goal that you are trying to reach?

The purpose of Women's Ministry
has always been three-pronged. First, to
introduce women to Jesus Christ, for a
faith is foundational to meet the challenges of womanhood. Secondly, to
provide programs that will help women
to grow in the four areas in which every
woman wants to grow: emotionally,
physically, mentally and spiritually.
And third, to provide service opportunities, because women (and men) grow
best when they serve.
What programs have you started to
reach these goals?

First of all, the heart of our Women's
Ministry is our Ladies Morning Out
program. This is a weekly Bible study
program, which meets every Friday
morning, and is geared specifically to
homemakers. It shows to women that
the Bible has much to say concerning
their roles as women, as homemakers,
Evangelical Visitor

and as wives, and that they can apply
God's Word to their daily lives. By
directing them to God, it is also a means
of outreach to those ladies who have
never made a personal commitment to
Jesus Christ. It is a beautiful time when
women, both old and new in their faith,
can share together what God means in
their lives.
Is it possible to start a women's ministry
with only o n e or t w o programs?

Most definitely! When we started two
years ago, the only program we offered
was Ladies Morning Out. Then, as we
acquired more personnel, and as God
began to bring ladies with different gifts
and talents, our ministry expanded. Our
program is still new, and we are continuously striving to better meet the needs
of the women in our church and community.
You've mentioned program opportunities for w o m e n . What about service
opportunities?

Presently, women at Massey Place
Community Church serve in the area of
caring ministries. God has given many
women the gift of nurturing and caring,
and so some of our ladies do hospital
calling. Some help out families who
have experienced a death or absence of a
family member through hospitalization
by bringing meals to the family, by offering child care, or whatever might be
needed.
We also have a program called Helping Hands that meets every Friday
afternoon, and they take care of office
overload. They help the secretary and
other ministry heads by folding bulletins, stuffing envelopes, sorting out
Christian Education material, and basically doing whatever is needed.

brand new way. I'm excited about being
a mother. I find it a challenge to be the
kind of wife that can cause my husband
to grow in ways that he never would
have before."
Looking at the other side, we have
had ladies come to Christ who never
would have come to church, had it not
been for Ladies Morning Out. This to
me is results, to see lives changed!
What about the needs of the professional women in your church?

That's an area that we are just now
moving into, with a program called
Career Classicals. In fact, it is so new
that we are basically experimenting, trying to find out what the needs are, what
kind of program would be most helpful
to professional women. At present we
are meeting monthly, with the evening
being an inspirational time, often including a special guest, attempting to deal
with issues of concern to the career
woman.
What is the most important aspect or
ingredient in developing a women's
ministry?

Based on the assumption that the
Holy Spirit must be leading and guiding
in all aspects of a person's life and ministry, I would say that tremendous commitment and hard work are essential.
The late Dr. Henrietta Mears of Hollywood Presbyterian Church is quoted as
saying that success in any area of Christian education is spelled W-O-R-K. I
believe that really holds true for Women's Ministry. Our program at Massey
Place did not happen overnight, but

gradually grew through the commitment and hard work of many ladies and
volunteers.
What criteria do you use in setting up
your particular Bible study programs?

How I wish there was some sort of
curriculum all set up and ready to go,
but at this point there isn't. However,
there are many excellent books and
study guides available for women, and it
is my responsibility as Director to
choose program materials from these. I
do this primarily by keeping the goals of
the program in mind. Outreach is one of
our primary goals, and so whatever
material I choose must be simple; it
must be understandable to the unchurched woman; it must contain a lot of reallife situations to which women can
relate. The other aspect that is very
important to me is the caring/nurturing
part of a woman's life. We don't want to
raise up women who are selfish and selfcentered. Any material that stresses the
servant type of lifestyle, the reaching out
beyond oneself, and caring for others, is
definitely material that I would consider.
D o you ever make up your own material?

Often I have found a book or study
program dealing with a topic that is
really important, but it doesn't meet the
criterion of being simple, of being easily
understood. So I will use the book, but
from it prepare my own study guide.
Using my own study questions, I endeavor to share the ideas at the level where
the ladies will be able to understand
them, and apply them to their lives.
to page 14, please

H a s it worked at Massey Place? Has
Women's Ministry been successful?

Well, I guess some measure success by
numbers, and our numbers have definitely grown. We are presently ministering to 80 women. But I think you measure results more in terms of changed
lives—women being touched by God,
women learning the excitement of a
daily walk with God. I think of one
young mother, who came to us from a
background that looked upon motherhood and anything to do with the role of
a homemaker as being inferior, downgrading to her as a woman. Our study
that term related to being a wife, and
how, as wives, we were helpmates to our
husbands. It was a thrill, several months
later, to hear her say, "I love my kids in a
November 25, 1982
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from page 16

was not surprising that nearly 40 percent
asked that the church news section be
expanded. In fact, one might have expected an even greater percentage asking
that more space be given this department. As a result, one of the goals we
have for 1983 is that of strengthening
our reporting on local and regional
activities. For example, one idea being
considered is to establish a network of
"stringers"—volunteers who have the
responsibility of reporting on significant
events in their area.
A quarter of the respondents also
suggested that "Readers Respond," the
letters to the editor section, be expanded.
But for that to happen, you are going to
have to write more letters, since we print
nearly every epistle written for publica-

tion. As a few disappointed readers
know, we do exercise a certain degree of
editorial discretion which, for instance,
has meant that some "article-length" letters did not get published.
Results of the survey were shared
with members of the Publication Board
at its November 4-5 meeting. As we discussed the report, we were encouraged
by the degree of satisfaction in the Visitor which was expressed by the readership. And we saw the data received
being very helpful in improving the ministry of the Visitor in coming months.
At the same time, we recognized the
inherent limitations of the survey, among
them being the fact that it sought the
opinions of only current readers. It has
been our plan, after this survey was
completed, to do additional research
among a sampling of non-subscribers.
Along with seeking to discover why they
are not reading the Visitor, we will invite
them to share their ideas of what a
church magazine should look like. •

S H O U L D THIS SECTION BE GIVEN MORE OR
LESS SPACE?
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from page 13

Are you responsible, as Director of
Women's Ministry, to lead all of the
programs, or are there others who assist
you?

Each program has its own director,
whether it's in Ladies Morning Out,
Helping Hands, Career Classicals, or
other programs. With the help of an
advisory board, we choose the directors
for each program, and they are then
responsible for that program. As overall
Director, I give assistance to all of the
ladies, and we work very closely together. Along with overseeing the entire
program, I also am the leader of the
Ladies Morning Out program. God has
blessed us with many women who are
really open, women who are growing in
their faith, and who are willing to share
with others.
D o you feel that every church should
have a women's ministry?

Feature articles
11

Women's
Ministries

2% 7%

Every church needs to have a ministry
to women, but I'm not sure every church
needs a specific women's ministry. The
priorities of the total church ministry
must be taken into account. For example, it would be a wrong priority to take
women who are desperately needed as
teachers in a struggling Sunday school
for the launching of a women's ministry.
As I mentioned earlier, it takes a lot of
hard work, and a core of dedicated and
committed ladies, willing to do the
work, to make a women's ministry possible. Being sensitive to God, to the
overall church ministry, and to the
women in the congregation and community, will definitely serve as guidelines in the advisability of a women's
ministry.
What do you see in the future for
Women's Ministry at Massey Place?

I am really excited about the future,
and the possibilities that will unfold!
Right now, we are working on a program that will deal specifically with the
physical aspect of a woman's life—
weight control. We had been working
with an outside organization for awhile,
but sensed a need for a weight control
program more tailored to our community and local church goals. So we now
have one of the ladies in our church who
was a public health nurse preparing a
curriculum for us. There has also been a
real need expressed in the area of preEvangelical
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natal and post-natal classes with a Christian emphasis, and I see us developing
that in the future. A ministry to single
women has also been on my heart. They
face some very unique problems, and it
is our responsibility as a church to help
meet some of those needs.
One ministry that I am personally
enthusiastic about has been on the drawing board for quite some time. It involves
taking our Ladies Bible Study out of the
church, and bringing it into a low
income housing development that exists
in close proximity to the church. There
are scores of women, many of them new
to Canada, who really need to hear
about the love of God. That's an exciting possibility!
Has your role as Director of Women's
Ministry been a help to you as a pastor's
wife?

Very definitely! The two almost fit
like a hand in a glove. Before I became
Director of Women's Ministry, I carried
the same concerns for the women in our
congregation that I do now. Only now,
it is much easier for me to implement
ways in which to meet those concerns.
My ministry among the women has
been a reciprocal one, for they have also
ministered to me.
What has been your most rewarding
experience to date in Women's Ministry?

Again, it would have to be an example of a person. The most rewarding
experience for me was sitting in a Sunday evening service and watching a
woman be baptized. As she stepped into
the baptismal waters it brought back a
flood of memories.
She attended our very first Ladies
Morning Out session. She walked with
us through the days when I set up chairs
and did almost everything. She accepted
Jesus Christ, and told me about it in her
home. I discipled her on a one-to-one
basis, and watched her grow and mature
in her faith. Finally seeing her baptized,
realizing what it meant to her, was a
highlight for me. She serves God very
much alone now, but is waiting for the
day when her whole family will join her
in faith and in church. To realize that it
was through Women's Ministry that this
all happened made that Sunday evening
very special.
Examples like this show me how God
is continuing to bless us through this
ministry. It is an affirmation that what
we are doing, with God's help, is bringing ladies to Jesus Christ, and a closer
walk with him.
•
November
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EDITORIAL

A new look, a new schedule . . .
It's official. The Visitor will become a 32-page monthly magazine beginning with the January 1983 issue. Approval for the change came from the
Publication Board in its meeting earlier this month. Reader response to the
September issue, which modeled the new format, has been highly
favorable.
In addition to providing greater flexibility in layout and design, the new
format will allow us to publish several articles around a common theme, or
one longer article—yet give us space for our regular, continuing features.
And, with the additional space available, we are planning some new
departments. Since most of these are still in the planning stage, we will
introduce them gradually. (We wouldn't want to startle anyone!)
More good news! One of the side benefits of the move to monthly
publication is that we do not need to raise our basic subscription rates, at
least not for another six months. (The Visitor is still far from being
financially self-supporting. But the move to monthly publication is
expected to mean some savings in otherwise escalating production and
postage expenses.)
By keeping the costs down and with the new look to the magazine, we
are hoping to attract new readers to the Visitor family. But to do this, we
very much need your help.
We are working at ways to introduce the Visitor to people not now
subscribing. But this is difficult to do from Nappanee. How much more
effective it would be if you would encourage your friends and members of
your congregation to subscribe. Remember, new subscribers are eligible
for the introductory rate of only S6.00 (U.S.). We will be happy to send you
some sample copies (as long as quantities last), if you promise to make
those persona! contacts.
Or, you might want to join with a number of other readers who send gift
subscriptions of the Visitor, again at the special rate of $6.00 (U.S.). For
only 50c per month, your gift will be appreciated all year long. And you will
have the satisfaction of introducing your church magazine into another
Brethren in Christ home. Remember, the Visitor makes an excellent
Christmas gift. And if you hurry, we'll have time to send a letter telling your
friend about the gift subscription they'll be receiving in January.
G

. . . and a word of thanks
Elsewhere in this issue is the second article reporting on the readers'
survey conducted earlier this year. I want to take this opportunity to give a
special word of thanks to each of you who responded to this questionnaire.
Your comments are already helping to shape the ministry of the Visitor in
1983.
And a word of thanks as well to you who read each issue, who counsel
the editor by letter or in person, and who remember the staff of the
publishing house in your prayers. Your interest and support is greatly
appreciated.
G

Readership Questionnaire

What readers say they
want in the Visitor
H O W I N T E R E S T E D A R E Y O U IN R E A D I N G
A B O U T THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS?
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In the November 10 issue, we reported
on the results of the readers' survey in
terms of your evaluation of the Visitor's
editorial content and balance, readability, graphics, etc. We also noted what
sections of the magazine you read the
most (and the least), and shared a brief
profile of survey respondents. Today,
we take a look at your suggestions for
the future. Responses to two key questions in this regard are summarized by
graphs here and on page 14.
Leading the list of subjects most
appealing to readers was that of growth
in one's personal faith. Seventy-nine
percent said they were very interested in
this topic, while 21 percent reported
being somewhat interested. Only one
person checked the "not interested" box.
A related topic also ranking high, although not in second place, was basic
teachings of the faith, with 62 percent
saying they were very interested in this
subject.
Complementing this desire for "inspirational" articles was a strong interest in
"information." Seventy percent said they
were very interested in current issues
being covered in the Visitor, while 68
percent expressed the same desire in
knowing what Brethren in Christ are
doing around the world. Over half of the
people responding (56 percent) indicated
strong interest in world needs and issues.
On the other end of the spectrum,
only 36 percent indicated a strong interest in reading about the ways contributions are used. However, 54 percent said
they were very interested in stewardship
education. Should one presume that our
readers want to be challenged in the area
of stewardship, but are not as interested
in following up on details of how their
giving is used? And what does that say
about issues of accountability?
We reported in the last issue that the
church news section was quite popular—
62 percent of the respondents saying
they always read church news, with 25
percent more usually reading it. Thus it
to page 14, please
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